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      Memorial Service of Thanksgiving  
   Celebrating the Life of Ruth Carolyn Duck 

 
Decker Hall, Pilgrim Place                                         February 22, 2025, 3:00 pm 
 
 
PRELUDE   Improvisations on POETRY OF GRACE and LAWSON’S LANDING   #1 

GREETING 
HYMN      “Sing Praises, Bless the Living God”    #2 

PRAYER 
   The Holy One be with you.  And also with you. 
   Let us pray. 
 O God, who gave us birth, you are ever more ready to hear 
      than we are to pray. 
 You know our needs before we ask, and our ignorance in asking.  
 Give to us now your grace, that as we shrink before the mystery of death,  
     we may see the light of eternity. 
 Speak to us once more your solemn message of life and of death. 
 Help us to live as those who are prepared to die.  
 And when our days here are accomplished, enable us to die as those who go 

forth to live, so that living or dying, our life may be in you, and that nothing 
in life or in death will be able to separate us from your great love in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

 Amen. 
   
PSALM  8 (paraphrase)   “God, Our God, Majestic Creator”  #3 

EPISTLE     Romans 8:28-39 

GOSPEL    Luke 4:14-21   “Arise, Your Light Is Come”     #4 
ANTHEM   “Spiritus, Aperi Cor Meum” (Spirit, Open My Heart)   #5 
WITNESS TO THE WORD 
WITNESS TO THE LIFE OF RUTH      

       Rebecca Ferguson, Dwight Vogel, Kathy Black, Michelle Carrington,  
       Daniel Damon   “I Offer You My Life…”  #6 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH HYMN   “Womb of Life and Source of Being”  #7 
 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
PRAYER OF JESUS  
All: Our Father and Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
     your kin(g)dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
     Give us today our daily bread. 
     Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
    Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
    For the kin(g)dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.       .   
          Amen. 
HYMN    “ We Must Walk This Lifetime Journey”    #8 

COMMENDATION  
HYMN   “Lead On, O Cloud of Presence”    #9 

BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE    Improvisations on “Walls Mark Our Bound’ries”    #10 
 

                     All hymn texts are written by Ruth C. Duck 
 
 
Please gather in Abernethy for a reception and time of informal sharing. 
 
 
Presider: Rev. Barbara Troxell 
Reader:   Rev. Katie Monfortte (co-pastor, Claremont United Methodist Church) 
Pianist & Arranger:  Rev. Daniel Damon        Organist: Karen Lull.  
Conductor:  Rev. Eileen Johnson         Cantor: Bob Hurd.  
 
Brass: Lenore Brashler, Jim Brashler, Peter Forney, Jack Mills, Hector Aquilar 
 
Chorus and Folk Musicians:   Barbara Anderson, Kathy Black, Gene Boutilier, Cheryl Brown, Alan 
Davis, John Denham, Becky Goodwin, Dell Gossett, Ron Hines, Phil Hofer, John Howell, Ruth 
Hutchison, John Lape, Dennis McDonald, Lois McAfee, Mary Russell, Ruth Sandburg, Carol 
Schieber, Linda Shirbroun, Ann Marie Sullivan, Al Streyffeler, Sally Timmel, Dwight Vogel.  
 
Ushers:  Maura Corley, Renny Golden, Nancy Landauer, Mary Russell 
Sights and Sounds:  Gene Boutilier, Tom Clark, Phil Hofer.  Following the service a recorded video 
will be posted at ruthduck.com. 
 
       
        
     



RUTH CAROLYN DUCK         November 21, 1947 to December 26, 2024 
 
Ruth Carolyn Duck grew up in Washington DC, Annapolis, MD., and Memphis, TN where she 
learned of the ministry of Rev. Dr. MarAn Luther King, Jr.  and soon became clear about the 
injusAce of racism.   She received her BA from Southwestern at Memphis University, a Master of 
Divinity (M.Div.) from Chicago Theological Seminary,, a Master of Arts (M.A.) from the University 
of Notre Dame, and a Doctor of Theology (Th.D.) degree from Boston University School of 
Theology. Her academic work focused on liturgy, worship, and the Trinitarian bapAsmal formula.  
    
An ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, pastor at several UCC local churches in 
earlier years, a liturgical theologian and professor of worship who taught for twenty-seven years 
at GarreO-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, Ruth was best known as the 
writer of some two hundred published hymn texts.  She was a pioneer in the use of inclusive 
language that embraces everyone and enlarges our images of God in both hymn texts and other 
elements of ChrisAan worship. All of her hymns are deeply Scriptural, arising from Ruth’s deep 
biblical knowledge. In addiAon, Ruth’s sense of mulAculturism enabled issues of jusAce, 
equality, and care for God’s creaAon to shape her creaAve craUing of hymns and worship 
resources.  Brian Wren, a fellow hymnist, stated that “Ruth Duck has consistently and 
persistently sought for worship language that expands our vision of the divine mystery and 
makes all human beings visible.” 
 
Ruth was a member of The Hymn Society, where she became a Fellow in 2013, in recogniAon of 
her prolific hymn-wriAng and the Society’s graAtude for her outstanding work with 
congregaAonal hymnody.  She was a member and former president of the North American 
Academy of Liturgy, where, in 2018, she received their highest honor, the presAgious Berakah 
Award, that recognized her long-term contribuAons to liturgical scholarship and pracAce.  
 
Ruth enjoyed her travels to many countries world-wide, lecturing, leading worship, and offering 
mentoring workshops on worship and hymn-wriAng.  She has wriOen and edited numerous 
books, arAcles, and worship resources about and for ChrisAan worship.  
 
For the last eight years of her life, Ruth resided at Pilgrim Place in Claremont, California. 
Preceded in death by members of her small family, Ruth will be missed by cousins Elene and 
Larry Cooper, many loving friends, and numerous students, all of whom benefited from the giU 
of her hymns, her worship leadership, her teaching, and her inspiring life. 
 



 
 

Hymn Booklet 
 

Service Celebrating the Life of  
Rev. Dr. Ruth Carolyn Duck 

February 22, 2025 
Pilgrim Place, Claremont, California 

 
 

1. Improvisations on POETRY of GRACE and LAWSON’S 
LANDING 

2. Sing Praises, Bless the Living God 
3. God, Our God, Majestic Creator 
4. Arise, Your Light Has Come 
5. Spiritus, Aperi Cor Meum (Spirit, Open My Heart) 
6. I Offer You My Life 
7. Womb of Life and Source of Being 
8. We Must Walk This Lifetime Journey 
9. Lead On, O Cloud of Presence 
10. Walls Mark Our Bound’ries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are grateful to the copyright holders for permission to distribute this booklet at Ruth’s 
Memorial Service. Used by permission, Pilgrim Place, OneLicense.net A717067.  

This collection must not be bought, sold, or duplicated without permission. 
  



 
#1 Prelude Improvisations on POETRY of GRACE and LAWSON’S LANDING  

 
 
O Holy God, You Speak Your Word Tune: POETRY of GRACE 
 

1. O Holy God, you speak your word, 
the poetry of grace, 
the Word made flesh to show the way, 
the love that fills all space. 
You hear each voice that cries to you. 
You teach us what to be and do. 
You lift us up when things go wrong. 
You are our life, our song. 

 
2. Upon our hearts your Spirit writes 

the poetry of grace: 
the law of love, the way of truth, 
of justice, and of peace. 
You are our God and we are yours: 
so may we live from this day on, 
your holy people joined to you, 
that your new day may dawn. 
 
Words: Ruth Duck 
Music: Daniel Charles Damon 
Words and Music © 2014 Hope Publishing Co. 
 

3. How can we witness to the world 
the goodness of your ways? 
What words can speak your wonders, God, 
what music sound your praise? 
Yet we will write, compose, and sing; 
with hands and voices we will trace 
the pattern of your endless love, 
the poetry of grace. 

 
 

 
 
In This Ministry of Life (Earthen Vessels We Shall Be) Tune: LAWSON’S LANDING 
 
1. In this ministry of life, 

earthen vessels we shall be. 
We know danger, toil, and strife, 
but through grace we still are free. 

Refrain: 
Since we bear the life of Christ, 
fragile humans though we be, 
still we never will lose heart: 
earthen vessels we shall be. 

2. As clay jars we bear the light  
of the life and death of Christ. 
Through the Spirit’s love and might 
we know mercy will suffice. 
 Refrain: 
 
Words: Ruth Duck 
Music: Daniel Charles Damon 
Words and Music © 2015 Hope Publishing Co. 

3. Words we preach are not our own, 
but the gospel Christ proclaimed. 
We shall serve by grace alone. 
Glory be to Jesus’ name! 
 Refrain: 
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Sing Praises, Bless the Living God

WORDS: Ruth Duck
MUSIC: attrib. to William Croft, 1708; harm. William Monk, 1861
Words © 1997 Hope Publishing Company. 

ST ANNE
CM

#2



& b 44 ˙ ˙
God,
When
Yet
God,

our
I

you
our

.˙ œ œ
God,
see

crown
God,

ma
the
our
ma

˙ œ œ
jes

work
heads,

jes

tic
of

give
tic

Cre
your
us

Cre

.œ œ œ ˙
a

fin
hon

a

tor,
gers,
or,
tor,

-- - -
-
-

-- - -

& b ˙ œ œ
your
stars
giv
what

glo
shin
ing
can

ry
ing
us
we

.˙ œ
shines
bright,
earth
do

be
the
to
to

œ œ .œ jœ
yond
time
nur

thank

the
less
ture
you

star
moon
and
for

ry
a
to

your

.˙ œ œ
skies.
bove,
keep:
care?

You
God,
all
In

- - -
- - -

- -

& b ˙ ˙
si
who
sheep
youth

lence
are
and
or

˙ ˙
all
we
ox

age,

who
that
en,
our

œ œ .œ jœ
scorn
you
birds
lips

your
should

that
will

.˙ œ œ
pow'r,
care?
fly,
sing

for
Oh,
all

glad

-

-

& b ˙ œ œ
out
how
fish
hymns

of
can
in

that

the
it

the
will

˙ ˙
mouths

be
sea

praise

of
frail
and
you,

œ œ .œ jœ
babes
mor
crea
God

your
tals

tures
be

prais
know

of
yond

es
your
the
com

w
rise.
love?
deep.
pare!

-
-
-

- -

God, Our God, Majestic Creator

WORDS: Free paraphrase of Psalm 8 by Ruth Duck, 1996
MUSIC: Lamont Lenox, 1996
Words © 1996, Music © 1997 The Pilgrim Press. 
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Arise, Your Light Is Come

WORDS: Ruth Duck
MUSIC: William Walter, 1872
Words © 1992 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 
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o pen my heart.
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SPIRITUS, APERI COR MEUM
Spirit, Open My Heart

Response

Final Response

Choir All

Choir All

Veni Creator Spiritus
Attr. Rabanus Maurus, 776-856
Spirit, Open My Heart
Ruth Duck

WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Scottish trad.
VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS, Mode VIII

Arr. Sally Ann Morris

English Words Copyright © 1996 The Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Arrangement Copyright © 2023 GIA Publications, Inc. All  rights reserved.
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WORDS: Ruth Duck, 1993
MUSIC: Daniel Charles Damon
Words and Music © 2025 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

I Offer You My Life

I OFFER YOU MY LIFE
6.6.9.7.7.9.Ref.

1
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WORDS: Ruth Duck
MUSIC: Attr. B.F. White, 1844; harm. by Ronald A. Nelson, 1978
Words © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music Arr. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship

Womb of Life and Source of Being

BEACH SPRING
8.7.8.7.D.
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WORDS: Ruth Duck
MUSIC: Traditional spiritual; arr. Daniel Charles Damon

Words and Music Arr. © 2020 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

We Must Walk This Lifetime Journey
Song for Pilgrim Place

LONESOME VALLEY
Irregular
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3
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Words © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.
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WORDS: Ruth Duck, 1994
MUSIC: Jim Strathdee, 1996
Words © 1996, Music © 1997 The Pilgrim Press. 
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